The University of Salford is looking for families from Greater Manchester to take part in a study of toddlers' toothbrushing routines. The work within this study will help to improve children's dental health in a region where child dental decay is a real problem.
Researchers at Salford are contributing to a World Health Organisation project by examining how parents brush the teeth of babies and toddlers aged between 12 and 24 months. All families taking part will be provided with a camcorder and asked to record a video diary of four to seven toothbrushing sessions with their child over the period of a week. Families can also opt to take part in a questionnaire study that is also being conducted by the research team.
'No other data like this exist anywhere in the world,' said researcher Sarah Elison. 'We know from [past research] that toddler tantrums can seriously disrupt toothbrushing routines, which we think may contribute in part to the high rates of early childhood dental decay found in many areas of the UK.'
The researchers will be using the data to see how child behaviours during toothbrushing change between the first and second birthdays.
The work is part of the larger Salford Bright Smiles initiative currently being undertaken through collaboration between the University of Salford, NHS Salford and Sure Start Children's Centres.
Families can find out more about the study by emailing s.n.elison@ salford.ac.uk or by calling 0161 295 5093.
NEWS
Ourvinder Chawala and Jules Scott, both Specialist Registrars on the Doctoral programme in Orthodontics (DDS) at Bristol Dental Hospital and School, have been awarded first and second places in the Arnold Huddart Medal. The awards were presented at the annual meeting of the Craniofacial Society of Great Britain and Ireland (CFSGB&I) held this year in York.
Ourvinder Chawala was awarded the Medal for her research indicating that digital 3D technology may replace conventional plaster dental study casts in assessing outcomes for children born with cleft lip and palate. Jules Scott was awarded second place for her work reexamining the effects of centralisation of cleft lip and palate services in the UK.
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